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Brand New Book. Raised as one of only a handful of Asians in my Chicago suburb, | did not want to be part of
the Asian culture. It did not seem relevant. Besides, | thought, Other than skin color, we re all the same, right? |
remember hearing comments from friends such as | don t think of you as Asian, but just like the rest of us
[white]. These were meant as compliments (and | often took them as such), but they were confusing, since I, no
matter how much | might have tried to deny it, was Asian and different. Though self-confident and socially
adept on the outside, in my heart | felt ashamed of my parents culture at times and ashamed of myself for
being a part of that culture. At home my Western ideals of expressing love were not being met by the less
physically and verbally expressive ideals of my parents culture. Feeding me and checking up on my grades
seemed to be all that they cared about. | felt as though | didn t belong in my parents world or in my white
friends world. Where did | belong as an Asian-American? Face and grace. These are the themes that weave
through Tom Lin s journey (recounted above) and the lives of many Asian-American Christians. How do we
escape the trap of trying to earn our salvation? How do we handle the expectations of our parents in light of
God s calling in our lives? What do we do with the shame that threatens to overtake our self-image? The
inductive Bible studies in this guide explore these questions and much more. You Il find help and hope in
Scripture--and...
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