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end of the Enlightenment era. Its ideals of liberté, egalité and fraternité were carried through out Europe and
even into the Americas. Yet, whether these goals were achieved, especially in connection with gender and race,
shall be further discussed in this essay. At the outset of this paper will be a brief introduction to the
Enlightenment and its most important philosophes. In the following two chapters, this paper will take a closer
look at the relationship between the Enlightenment and ideas of race and gender. How did Enlightenment
thinkers address and handle these topics What was the legacy of Enlightenment concerning women and in
particular black emancipation How does anti-Semitism relate to the subject, and how could racism avail in
societies that claimed to stand for equality of rights Acknowledging that the United States of America is a
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