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Roger s heart almost stopped beating, as the conversation recorded above fell upon his ears. What was this the
British officers were saying? They were going to capture Samuel Adams and John Hancock, and place them
under military arrest! The two greatest men, politically, the colonies at that time knew! It must never be! Young
as he was, he realised the importance of such a capture, should it be executed. In all the movements of the
patriots in and about Boston, Samuel Adams was, to use the expression framed at that time, the power behind
the throne. He was a foremost member of Congress in 1774, and he helped draw up the original draft of the
State Constitution, and now hardly a movement was made but what he was directly or indirectly concerned in
it. Of John Hancock no less could be said. Elected to the presidency of the Provincial Congress in 1774, he stood
shoulder to shoulder with Samuel Adams, in company with Doctor Warren, afterwards General Warren, the
martyr-hero of Bunker Hill, Josiah Quincy, Jr., the patriots Cicero, William Cooper, the fearless Boston town
clerk, and a score of men equally feared by the Crown. In addition to being an active patriot, Hancock was one
of the wealthiest landowners and business men of Boston, and his influence caused many a merchant to
become a Whig, who might otherwise have turned Tory. It...
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